Resolution No.: 15-1343

Introduced: November 8, 2005
Adopted: February 14, 2006
COUNTY COUNCIL

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

By: Councilmember Knapp

SUBJECT: Amendment to the Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan:

Multi-Use On-Site Systems

Background

Section 9-501 et seq. of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code, requires the
governing body of each County to adopt and submit to the State Department of the
Environment a comprehensive County Plan, and from time to time amend or revise that Plan

. for the provision of adequate water supply systems and sewerage systems throughout the
County.

Section 9-507 of the Environmental Article of the Maryland Code provides that the Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) has 90 days to review a county. governing body’s
action to amend the County's Water and Sewer Plan. Upon.notice to the County, MDE may
extend that review period for another 90 days, if necessary. At the conclusion of this review,
MDE must either approve or reject the Council's action on each of these amendments, or the
action is confirmed by default. Any action approved or taken by this resolution is not final
until that action is approved by the MDE or the period for final MDE action has expired.

* In accordance with the State law on December 30, 1969, by Resolution No. 6-2563, the
County Council adopted a Comprehensive Ten-Year Water Supply and Sewerage Systems
Plan which was approved by the State Department of the Environment.

The County Council has from time to time amended the Plan.

On, November 8, 2005, the County Council introduced an amendment that would restrict the
capacity of multi-use on-site septic disposal systems in Rural Density Transfer (RDT) zoned
properties. The capacity restriction is calculated for each property by determining the
maximum number of residential units that could be constructed on that property based on
current zoning requirements and multiplying that number by 600 gallons.



Resolution No.: 15-1343

6. Recommendations on this amendment were solicited from the MarYiand—National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission Staff, and
affected municipalities.

7. A public hearing was held on Januai'y 19, 2006.

8.  The Transportation and Environment Committee discussed this amendment on February 2
2006 and made recommendations to the Council.

9. The County Council discussed the amendment on February 14, 2006 and voted to add a 5,000
gallon per day cap on multi-use septic disposal systems to the-amendment.
~ Action
The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves an arhendment to the

Ten-Year Comprehensive Water Supply and Sewerage Systems Plan as shown in the attachment
to this resolution. :

This is a correct copy of Council action.

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council
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ll. GENERAL POLICIES FOR WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE SYSTEMS FACILITIES

B. Individual and Multi-Use On-Site Systems — These sanitary systems are primarily groundwater wells
and septic disposal systems. Much of the policy discussion concerning individual on-site systems and under
what conditions they are appropriate to support development is included in prior sections of this chapter. In
cases where a State Water Appropriation and Use Permit issued by MDE is required to establish a well or
wastewater disposal system, DEP is responsible for the County's approval of applications for those permits.
The following sections address specific types of on-site systems with special policy considerations.

2. Generél Policies for Muiti-Use Systems -- All multi-use systems in the County, as defined under

the Plan’s glossary [[Chapter 1, Section LE.]], shall be approved as formal map and text amendments to this
plan. Multi-use systems will be identified in Appendix B of the Plan text [in Chapters 3 and 4}, and on the water

_ The County has adopted a minimum design [[peak]] flow requirement for multi-use systems of 1,500
gallons per day (gpd), which is more stringent than the State's requirement of 5,000 gpd. This lower flow
threshold was adopted in order to give the County better information on the location of on-site systems with
capacities in excess of those required for strictly residential uses. This will help the County identify areas where
multi-use systems together may create cumulative impacts on ground and surface waters which would be
difficult to evaluate on a case-by-case basis. The identification of these systems in the plan also allows for a
more comprehensive review of proposals for multi-use systems which are typically located in areas where the
provision of community service is not anticipated. :

(Note: The preceding paragraph was copied from the multi-use system definition in the Plan glossary.)

- b j i icti i i — In order to protect the
environmental and agricultural character of Rural Density Transfer (RDT) zone areas, as envisioned by the

Agricuttural and Rural Open Space Master Plan (1980). the maximum design capacity for new multi-use

apaci
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partment of Permitting Sen prior to Februan

iv. Existing multi-use sewerage systems and systems not yet built but which are approved and



